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Message from the President
The International Propeller Club’s 96th Annual
Convention and Conference in Athens turned out to
be everything we believed it would be: the venue
was perfect; the keynote speakers and panelists
were beyond impressive, and they enlightened us
all with their remarks; and the overall program and
the spouses’ program were informative and
enjoyable. International Vice President Costis
Frangoulis and his incredible team who organized
this Convention and Conference deserve our sincere thanks for the job they did.
The theme of our Convention was "We Are Together," and it was truly wonderful to
be together – in person – and to have the opportunity to interact with colleagues
from around the world and from all segments of our industry. It has been a difficult
two years for all of us, personally and professionally, and we are, in many respects,
still dealing with the impact of COVID and its all-too-many variants. Every country
represented at the Convention has been affected by the pandemic, and
unfortunately, too many of us have lost friends and family members to COVID, as
well as colleagues whose losses will be long felt throughout our industry.
We – those of us who are directly or indirectly involved in the maritime industry –
were called upon and counted upon to respond to these unprecedented issues and
problems so that our industry would be able to support domestic and international
commerce and to continue to meet the demands of importers, exporters and the
consumer. And what we have learned is that these problems cannot be addressed
or resolved in isolation – that they must be approached from the perspective of and
with input from each of the numerous distinct but interrelated segments that make
up our industry.
And this is in fact the value of the International Propeller Club and our local
propeller club ports – no organization of its kind has a membership that represents
as many diverse components of our industry as we do. To those who question why
belong to the Propeller Club? it is the Propeller Club that provides the most allinclusive forum for the discussion of critical maritime industry issues and the

development of rational, meaningful solutions. No other organization provides the
opportunity for each of its members in each of our propeller club ports from every
segment of our industry, to interact with colleagues and to work together as one to
respond to the everchanging demands facing the international shipping community.
Those who attended our Convention were able to take advantage of the opportunity
to reach out to folks they did not know, folks who have experience and expertise in
a segment of the maritime industry that is different from theirs. They were able to
broaden their range of contacts, and to increase their knowledge of our industry as
a whole, and in so doing to increase our effectiveness and role as a leading
maritime industry resource.
C. James Patti, International President
jpatti@miraid.org

From the Executive Vice President
What more can be said? We had a fantastic Convention in a most
memorable locale, Athens, Greece. Port President Costis Frangoulis,
Dorothea Ioannou,1st Vice Chair, and Danae Bezantakou, 2nd Vice
Chair, - with their outstanding team - arranged a convention that will not
be forgotten. A complete report on the Convention follows, courtesy of
our own Propeller Club President of the Port of Northern California,
Stas Margaronis, just as it was published in the American Journal of
Transportation on September 29th. Thank you, Stas!
Of course, our annual awards highlighted people and Ports that have
excelled in the last year. Read about them below. Some important business was attended
to as well - changes to our Bylaws were made and are described below.
The Propeller Club of Charleston, SC will host next year's convention and planning has
already begun. I hope to see you there.
Joel
Joel Whitehead, Executive Vice President
International Propeller Club
joel@propellerclubhq.com

We are looking for Ports to sponsor the Annual Conventions
in 2024 and 2025.
Any interested Port should contact Joel or Cheryl!

96th Propeller Club Convention
Highlights the Power of Greek
Shipping
by Stas Margaronis in the American Journal of
Transportation, 29 September 2022

ican Journal of Transportation

The 96th Annual Propeller Club convention, held in Athens, Greece between September
20th and 22nd, demonstrated the continued power of Greek shipping. The convention was
hosted by the Propeller Club of Piraeus under the leadership of President Costis
Frangoulis and General Secretary Danae Bezantakou.

“International Propeller Club”
The International Propeller Club of the United States convention was called to order
by President Jim Patti and supported by Executive Vice President Joel Whitehead.
As a reflection of its increasingly international composition, the organization will now
be known as the International Propeller Club.
This was reflected in the Propeller Club awards:
The Port of Piraeus club was recognized by the International President’s
Award for Excellence
Geraldo Tiedemann, Port of Bilbao (Spain) was recognized as the Propeller
Club Person of the Year,
Melina Travlos, President of the Union of Greek Shipowners (UGS) was
recognized as Maritime Person of the Year
The Port of Seattle club was recognized as the Propeller Club Port of the
Year.
The Role of Greek Shipping
Today, Greek shipowners control 5,514 vessels, or 21% of the global fleet in
deadweight ton (dwt) terms, according to the Union of Greek Shipowners (UGS).
The UGS reported that current new shipbuilding orders from Greek shipowners total
173 ships. The number of new orders is greater than last year’s 104 ship orders.
The Greek fleet composes:
32% of the world’s oil tanker fleet
25% of the world’s bulk carrier fleet
22% of the world’s LNG fleet.
The speakers at the conference discussed:
The importance of Greek ports and shipping to provide LNG supplies for
Europe so as to mitigate the impact of cutbacks in energy supplies from
Russia.
The challenges of imposing sanctions on shipping to punish Russia for the
invasion of Ukraine.
The importance of the Northern Greek port of Alexandroupolis in expediting
military supplies in the defense of Ukraine.
The Alexandroupolis port is situated near the borders with Bulgaria and
Turkey with a floating gas storage and regasification unit in the pipeline and
could operate as an energy hub for Central Europe.
The increasing role of digitization in shipping.
And the efforts of Greek shipowners to decarbonize their fleets.
Modernization Of Operations
The impact of digitization, decarbonization and a more robust regulatory
environment poses new challenges to Greek shipping companies. Already, as
panelists at the Propeller Club convention described, digitization has become a hot
topic. Executives and managers already monitor engine performance, fuel
consumption and emissions.
Some companies are planning to install cameras in the engine rooms of their
vessels to keep a better eye on operations. Weather forecasting and the use of
machine learning are providing vessel operators with better real time data to avoid
storms, hurricanes, and typhoons.
The company StormGeo was mentioned by several people as being a leading
provider of weather forecasting services .Big data is also used for inventory

management and better just-in-time-maintenance. Amelia Rocos, Senior Risk
Management Analyst with the Diaplous Group, based in Piraeus, was a panelist at
the conference and later told AJOT that she sees digitization as a major growth area
in shipping and one that will attract younger tech-savvy workers to the industry.
Already, she says, risk management has benefited from data and the digitization of
shipping operations. Rocos, herself, is only 24 years old. There are also changes
going on to the old family-based operation that was common at many shipping
companies. More are hiring people based on their abilities, rather than family
connections, as exemplified by the changes required for digitization.
Rising Role of Women
Another major development is the growing number of women coming into the Greek
shipping industry formerly heavily male-dominated. Women were represented in all
the Propeller panels and are increasingly leading Greek shipping companies as the
election of Melina Travlos, President of the UGS demonstrated. Travlos became the
first female president of the Union of Greek Shipowners in its 106-year history.
Travlos heads vehicle carrier owner and operator Neptune Lines and dry bulk
operator, Neptune Dry Management. Neptune Lines was founded by Travlos’ father,
Nikos, in 1975 and today operates a fleet of 18 car and truck carrier vessels.
Travlos founded Neptune Dry Management five years ago, which has a fleet of five
bulkers.Travlos is a Member of the Board of Directors of the Hellenic Chamber of
Shipping, a Member of the Greek National Committee of DNV-GL Classification
Society. She is also Member of the Executive Committee of Malta International
Shipowners Association and served as the Honorary Consul of Denmark in Piraeus.
Maritime Education
The keynote speaker at the Propeller Club convention was Peter Economides,
Brand Strategist at Felix BNI, whose topic was “IMAGINE … The Full Potential of
Shipping on Future Generations in Greece” that included a video demonstrating the
role of shipping in the Greek supply chain. Robert Hawn, Vice President, Maritime
Affairs, West Gulf Maritime Association, and a Propeller Club Regional Vice
President, told AJOT that the Economides video was the type of public education
that should be emulated by U.S. ports and maritime stakeholders:
“Our industry is invisible to most people. The Port of Houston is a driving force in the
State of Texas for all the economy and nobody knows it.” Economides has worked
for Apple, Pepsi, Coca Cola, Heineken, Audi, Volkswagen, and with the International
Olympic Committee which developed a branding campaign to give Greece a new
positive image following the negative publicity and high unemployment that Greeks
suffered during the economic crisis of a decade ago. One of the efforts that
Economides has publicized is that of Irene Notias, Co-founder and Director of
Project Connect who developed the ‘Adopt a Ship’ program and was a luncheon
speaker at the Propeller Club convention.
Echoing the Economides pro-Greece marketing campaign, Project Connect was
established in 2012 "to help enhance young adults employability in Greece and
minimize the Brain Drain, promoting excellence and work pride values …”
According to Project Connect, the ‘Adopt a Ship’ program has increased awareness
of the role of shipping in Greek schools: “The “Adopt a Ship” program connects
primary and junior high school pupils with seafarers, aiming to educate youngsters
about the seafaring profession and the maritime sector … Throughout this period,
pupils communicate with the crew weekly and gain first-hand knowledge of life at
sea by sharing their experiences. Students get the opportunity to "travel" with the
crew by tracking their voyage on a world map and engaging in interactive learning
activities.”
The program is directed toward “primary school (third, fourth, fifth and sixth grades)
and to junior high school (first, second and third grades) and is introduced in the

context of different courses…”
Courses include:
Life onboard vessels
Cargo carried by ships
Trading patterns
Geography.
The goals of the program are to “highlight the importance of the contributions
seafarers and shipping companies make to the world and society”, “enhance
students’ knowledge about seafarers, ships, shipping, geography, culture and
commerce,” and “offer opportunities to the young generation to pursue a maritime
career”.
In the U.S., Maryanne Richards, Propeller Club International Vice President of
Student Ports, is the Director of Career Services at Massachusetts Maritime
Academy. Richards told AJOT that Massachusetts Maritime Academy is reaching
out to high schools to emphasize the importance of the maritime industry and
additional disciplines such as emergency management, marine biology, antiterrorism, and energy management.

International Awards
International Propeller Club Maritime Person of the
Year - Melina Travlos
The International Propeller Club Maritime Person of the
Year award is presented to an individual who has
dedicated himself or herself to the advancement of the
maritime industry and whose contributions to our
industry have been invaluable. The recipients of this
award in the past have sometimes been trailblazers or
recognized leaders in one or more segments of our
industry, or they have sometimes dedicated themselves to helping those who are less
fortunate or otherwise in need.
This year's award was presented to Mrs. Melina Travlos, who was recently elected
President of the powerful Union of Greek Shipowners (UGS), the first woman in this
position since the UGS was founded in 1916. Mrs. Travlos traces her roots to the island of
Cephalonia. Born in Athens, she holds a Business Administration Degree from
Northeastern University, Boston, and worked from the age of 15 at her father's side in his
shipping company, Neptune Lines Shipping & Management Enterprises founded in 1975.
After her father's death, she founded Neptune Dry Management in 2017. Today she acts
as Chairwoman of Neptune Lines, having relinquished the position of President and CEO
in September 2021. The company today operates a fleet of 19 roro car carriers. With an
average capacity of some 5000 cars each, these ships serve 20 countries through 30
strategic ports in the Mediterranean, North Europe, and the Black Sea, transporting over 1
million vehicles annually. As CEO, Mrs. Travlos was responsible for building strong
relationships with all of the major automobile manufacturers and for wholeheartedly
promoting environmental, corporate, and social responsibility.
This social awareness also characterizes Mrs. Travlos' activities as a Member of the
Board of the UGS for the last 16 years where she has acted as Deputy Treasurer and
Secretary of the Board for many years prior to her election as President. During this time,
she was a co-founder of the Greek Shipowners' Social Welfare Company, "Syn-Enosis,"
an organization established in 2016 to provide a more collective channel for the shipping

community's contribution to society. Syn-Enosis has raised over $80m in donations much
of which has gone on programs for food aid, health and education, and, more recently,
disaster and COVID relief in support of the more vulnerable sectors of Greek society. As
the current President of Syn-Enosis, it is her stated aim to further develop it into a worldclass humanitarian organization. Mrs. Travlos also serves as a Member of the Exec.
Committee of Malta International Shipowners Association. She has acted as Honorary
Consul of Denmark in Piraeus for 13 years and is a Member of the Board of Trustees of
her alma mater, Northeastern University.

International Propeller Club Member of the Year - Gerardo
Tiedemann
This award is given annually to the individual who has demonstrated
an unwavering, strong commitment to the Propeller Club and who,
through his or her actions, has helped to build and promote our
organization.
This year’s recipient, selected by the Committee from a long list of
worthy and deserving candidates, has a record of leadership and
support that is hard to match. Mr. Gerardo Tiedemann is Vice
President of the Iberian Region and is Past President of the
Propeller Club of the Basque Country, Port of Bilbao. He is one of
the founders and first President of the Propeller Club of the Basque
Country. He has been an active participant in the founding of the
Club by approaching and recruiting members, which is now almost
100 members. He represented the Club before other maritime associations such as
Uniport, Museo Marítimo, and Asociación de Capitanes de la Marina Mercante. He
promotes the relationship and connections with other Propeller Clubs and encourages
other members to participate in events for charity in the annual donation to NGO. Another
initiative he took was in reaching an agreement with Deusto University to reward the best
postgraduate master´s dissertations. His commitment with the Maritime Industry during his
professional career as a ship agent and ship charterer was marked by his genial
disposition, enabling him to obtain commercial achievements to the satisfaction of his
company, clients, and other colleagues.

International Propeller Club Port of the Year Seattle, Washington
The International Propeller Club Port of the Year is
awarded annually to a Port that has distinguished
itself through its support for the maritime industry,
its involvement with its community, and its support
of various charitable organizations – and this
year’s recipient is no different.
Throughout the past year, and under the leadership of their President, Tosca Pinder and
their officers and Board, the Propeller Club Port of Seattle, one of our oldest Propeller
Clubs, has thrived, enabling their members to interact through various virtual and outdoor
events and increasing their membership to more than 200. Despite the financial
challenges presented by the pandemic, the Propeller Club Port of Seattle continued its
community support, contributing to maritime-related non-profits, including the Seattle
Mission to Seafarers and the Sea Scouts. The Club also raised funds for the El Faro
Salute Memorial, an art installation being built in Rockland, Maine to remember the 33
persons who lost their lives in the sinking of the El Faro. The Club also generated
donations for Ukrainian mariners in distress.

Lifetime Achievement Award - Mr. Francisco
Roca Monzo, Port of Valencia, Spain

The International Propeller Club's Lifetime Achievement
Award is presented to honor an individual who has
demonstrated exemplary service to both the International
Propeller Club and the Maritime Industry. It is only presented
when there is an individual whose lifetime of service and
support to our industry and the International Propeller Club is
so extraordinary that it must be recognized.
This year Mr. Francisco Roca Monza from the Propeller Club
Port of Valencia was presented with this rare award. Mr.
Monza has spent 73 of his 91 years active in our industry and
the Propeller Club. He was not only intimately involved in the
creation of the Propeller Club of Valencia in 1977 but chaired
the club until 2001 and still remains involved in all its
activities today. At the same time, he has been and continues to be a key player in matters
relating to the development of the international maritime sector in Spain and has become
an indispensable source of information and support for those within the Propeller Club
Port of Valencia and throughout the maritime community in that area.

International President’s Special Award of Excellence The Propeller Club Port of Piraeus, Greece
For the first time in memory, International president James
Patti presented the International President’s Special Award
of Excellence to the Officers, Board, and members of the
Propeller Club Port of Piraeus.
The Propeller Club Port of Piraeus was the 2021 recipient
of the Propeller Club Port of the Year. Yet, since that time,
the Port of Piraeus Club has increased its membership by
more than 270 individuals for a total membership today of more than 740, making the Port
of Piraeus Club the largest of our clubs. They have, over the past year, made 19 charitable
donations and awarded 16 scholarships, with a total value of more than 107,000
euros. And, they have recently purchased their own offices and headquarters situated in
the heart of the Port of Piraeus.
Under the leadership of Port President Costis Frangoulis, the Propeller Club Port of
Piraeus accomplished all this and more while at the same time planning our 96th
Convention and Conference. They have set a standard that will be difficult for others to
meet.

Newly Elected International Officers and Directors
Costis Frangoulis, 2nd International Vice President, Port of Piraeus, Greece
Sean O'Toole, 3rd International Vice President, Port of Charleston, SC
Nicole Andrescavage, Regional Vice President, North Atlantic, Port of Narragansett Bay
Steve Labeylie - Regional Vice President, French Region, Port of Le Havre
Aristote Wack - Western Europe Region, Port of Strasbourg
Stas Margaronis, At Large Member – Board of Directors, Port of Northern California

Peter Lehman , At Large Member – Board of Directors, Port of Charleston

Special thanks to our outgoing Officers and Board members: Philippe de Gauw,
Annick Scott, and Michel Derrouazi!

Business at the Convention - Bylaws Changes
During the recent 96th Annual International Convention in Athens, Greece, the Port
Presidents approved a series of proposed changes to the organization’s bylaws. Many
changes were minor in nature including the removal of outdated wording, grammatical
corrections, and enhancements to improve clarity. However, a few substantive changes
were made. The first was to refer to the organization predominantly as “The International
Propeller Club” rather than solely as “The International Propeller Club of the United
States.” Barring any challenges to the trademark and/or registration, it was felt this name
change more appropriately recognized the organization as the international organization
that it truly is.
The second substantive change related to regions. The first element created a “French
Speaking” region comprised of Ports from the North and Central Europe Region (NCER).
This change was implemented so French-speaking and culturally similar clubs that desire
to be in the same region could be organized to conduct business primarily in French. The
second element added a new region for Central and Latin America as we are actively
working to establish Propeller Club Ports in these countries.
The third and final substantive change included adding sections concerning the
suspension or expulsion of Ports. The section on suspension outlines that a Port may
continue all operations as a Propeller Club until a final decision has been rendered and
the section on expulsion outlines that a Propeller Club will cease all operations and meet
all other terms as established in Article 6. Discipline of Ports.

Upcoming Events
Executive Committee Meeting - November 14, 2022
Board of Directors Meeting - December 6, 2022
International Day for Women in Maritime 2023 - May 18, 2023
97th Annual International Propeller Club Convention, Charleston, SC, September, 2023

IPC Headquarters Staff
Joel Whitehead
Executive Vice President
joel@propellerclubhq.com
(703) 389-1510

Cheryl Rothbart
Associate Executive

Director
cheryl@propellerclubhq.com
(703) 304-5717

Our Headquarters staff is always happy to help you - just call us!
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